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Step 3:
Thread on 1R10, R8 and 3R10.
Pass the needle back through the R8 to
bring the 3R10 into a picot (fig 4).
4.

This tutorial will take you through the production of an original and luxurious Christmas
decoration step by step. Elevate the glass Christmas bauble by decorating it with delicate
seed bead lace. In a trice, the glass bauble will be transformed into the snow queen among
the other Christmas decorations. We wish you a merry Christmas with
PRECIOSA Traditional Czech Beads™.
Materials and tools:
PRECIOSA Rocailles (R10)
331 19 001; 10/0; 78102; 22 g
PRECIOSA Rocailles (R8)
331 19 001; 8/0; 78102; 6 g
PRECIOSA Twin™ (T)
321 96 001; 2.5 x 5 mm; 46102; 14 g
PRECIOSA Fire Polished Beads (FPB1)
151 19 001; 4 mm; 00030/28701; 41x
PRECIOSA Fire Polished Beads (FPB2)
151 19 001; 6 mm; 00030/28701; 24x
PRECIOSA Fire Polished Beads (FPB3)
151 56 003; 9 x 7 mm; 00030/28701; 16x
PRECIOSA Fire Polished Beads (FPB4)
151 19 001; 8 mm; 00030/28701; 1x
One 60mm glass bauble
Size D white beading thread
A size 10 beading needle

Difficulty:
Procedure:
The decoration is made in five stages.
The six Large Snowflake motifs are made first.
A Single Long Dangling Strand is added to three
of the large motifs.
The remaining three Large Snowflakes are
decorated with three shorter dangling strands.
A Foundation Row is added to the neck of the
bauble which supports the prepared motif sets.

The Hanging Loop is added to the top
of the bauble.
The design is worked with a single thickness
of thread throughout.
Step 1:
The Large Snowflakes
Prepare the needle with 1.2 m of single thread
and tie a keeper bead (temporary anchor) 15 cm
from the end (fig 1).
1.

Step 2:
Thread on 6T. Pass the needle through
the same hole on the first T again to make
a ring of 6T (fig 2).
Pass the needle through the T seed beads
again to make the work firm - make sure
you are passing through the same holes as
before.

Step 5:
Thread on 1R10, 1T, 1R10, 1T and 1R10.
Referring to fig 8 pass the needle down
through the R10 to the side of the previous
picot, the R8 below it and the following
1R10, 1T, 1R10 and 1R8. Pass out through
the R10 to the opposite side of the first
picot.
8.

Thread on 1R10 and pass through the outer
hole on the next T around (fig 5).
5.

Repeat five times to add six picots in total
(fig 6).
This completes a small snowflake motif to make the Large Snowflake you need to
add another two rows of beading.
6.

Step 6:
Thread on 1R10, 1T, 1R10, 1T and 1R10.
Following fig 9 pass the needle down
the R10 to the side of the next picot around,
the R8 below it and the following 1R10, 1T,
1R10, 1R8 and the R10 to the nearest
of the next picot around (fig 9).
The needle is now positioned as in
fig 7 (emerging from the R10 to the side
of a picot ready to make the stitch to
the previous picot).
Repeat Steps 5 and 6 followed by another
repeat of Step 5.
9.

2.

The needle now transfers to the outer row
of holes.
Following fig 3 pass the needle through
the outer hole of the current T making
a strap of thread to the side of the seed
bead. The next row is worked through
the outer holes only.
3.

Step 4:
Referring to fig above pass the needle
through the following 1R10, 1R8 and 1R10
to point away from the centre of the motif.
The next row attaches to the R10 seed
beads at either side of each picot (fig 7).
7.

Step 7:
Thread on 1R10, 1T, 1R10, 1T and 1R10.
Following fig 10 pass the needle down
through the R10 to the side of the next picot
around, the R8 below it and the following
1R10, 1T, 1R10 and 1R8 as before. Now pass
through the R10 to the far-side of the next
picot around and the following 1T, 1R10
and 1T (fig 10).
Pass the needle through the outer hole
of this T (as fig 3).

10.

Step 8:
The next row attaches to the outer holes
of the last row of T seed beads.
Thread on 1R10, 1R8 and 3R10.
Pass the needle back down the R8 and
thread on 1R10. Pass the needle through
the outer hole of the adjacent T to make
a picot as before (fig 11).

Step 10:
Referring to fig 13, thread on 1R10, 1R8 and
3R10. Pass the needle back down
the R8 and thread on 1R10. Pass the needle
through the outer hole of the adjacent T to
make a picot as before.
Pass through the inner hole of this T and
the following 1R10, 1T, 2R10, 1R8, 1R10, 1T
of the first ring, 1R10, 1R8, 2R10, 1T, 1R10
and 1T. Pass through the outer hole on this
T ready to make the next picot (fig 13).
Repeat Steps 8, 9 and 10 twice to add
the remaining picots to the last four pairs
of T seed beads around the motif.
Leave the thread end loose and remove
the needle.

Step 12:
Thread on 1R8, 60R10, 1R8, 1FPB2, 1R8,
1R10, 1R8, 1FPB1, 1R8, 1R10, 1R8, 5R10,
and 1T.
Pass the needle through the other hole in
the T making a strap of thread to one side
(fig 15).
*Thread on 5T and pass through the same
hole on the first T to make a ring as before
(fig 16). Pass the needle through the 6T
once more to make the ring firm.
Pass the needle through the outer hole
of this T (fig 17). Repeat Step 3 to convert
this ring of 6T into a Small Snowflake motif.
15.

19.

16.

Repeat steps 1 to 10 five more times to
complete a set of six large motifs.
13.

11.

20.
17.

Step 9:
Following fig 12, pass the needle through
the inner hole of the current T and
the following 1R10, 1T, 2R10, 1R8, 1R10, 1T
of the first ring, 1R10, 1R8, 2R10 and the 1T,
1R10, 1T of the next 2T around the motif.
Pass through the outer hole on this T to be
ready to add the next picot (fig 12).
12.

Step 11:
The Long Fringe Strand Snowflakes
Select the motif with the longest thread end
- is the thread at least 75 cm long?
If it is, attach the needle to this thread end.
If not, attach a new 1 m thread end - pass
the needle through the seed beads
of the motif to emerge from the tip
of a picot (fig 14).
14.

Step 13:
Following fig 18 reposition the needle to
emerge from the outer hole of the fourth T
(opposite the string of 60R10), (fig 18).
Thread on 5R10, 1R8, 1FPB2, 1R8, 1FPB3
(wide end first), 1R8, 1FPB1, 1R8 and 3R10.
Leaving aside the last 3R10 to anchor
the strand pass the needle back up the last
R8 and the following 1FPB1, 1R8, 1FPB3,
1R8, 1FPB2, 1R8 and 4R10 (fig 19).
Thread on 1R10, pass through the T on
the ring and reposition the needle to
emerge from the outer hole of the first T
in the ring (fig 20).
18.

Step 14:
Thread on 1R10. Pass up the second R10
above the T and the following seed beads
to the edge of the large motif. Pass through
the R10 at the tip of the large motif in
the same direction to centralise the strand
below the picot (fig 21).*
Pass the needle through to the centre
of the motif and finish off the thread end
neatly and securely.
Finish off the remaining thread ends on
the motif similarly.
Repeat Steps 11 to 14 with two more large
snowflake motifs and set aside for
the moment.

21.

Step 16:
Thread on 1R8, 29R10, 1FPB1, 1R8, 3R10,
1R8, 1FPB1, 1R8, 1R10, 1R8, 1FPB2, 1R8,
1FPB3 (wide end first), 1R8, 1FPB1, 1R8 and
3R10. Leaving aside the last 3R10 to anchor
the strand pass the needle back up through
the last R8 and the following beads just
added to emerge at the first R8.
Pass the needle through the R10 at the tip
of the snowflake picot in the same direction
as before (fig 23).
Reposition the needle to emerge from
the R10 at the tip of the picot to the other
side of the small snowflake strand and
repeat Step 16 (fig 24). Finish off all thread
ends neatly and securely.
Repeat Steps 15 and 16 twice to complete
the last two motifs.
23.

Step 15:
The Three Fringe Strand Snowflakes
Attach a new 1.2 m thread to the fourth
Large Snowflake motif to emerge as in fig
14 from the tip of a picot. Thread on 1R8,
1FPB1, 1R8, 1R10, 1R8, 1FPB2, 1R8, 1R10,
1R8, 5R10, and 1T.
Pass the needle through the other hole in
the T making a strap of thread to one side
(as fig 15).
Repeat from the * in Step 12 to the * in Step
14. Reposition the needle to emerge from
the tip of the next picot point around
the motif (fig 22).
22.

Place the ring over the neck of the bauble
- it needs to fit snugly without the thread
showing between the seed beads.
If you need to make an adjustment, add or
subtract R10 seed beads equally from all six
sections to keep the R8 seed beads evenly
spaced around the ring (fig 26).
Pass the needle through the seed beads
again to make the ring firm.
25.

26.

29.

Step 18:
The ring connects to the top picot on each
of the prepared Large Snowflake motifs.
The needle should pass through the R10 at
the tip of the picot so the dangling strands
are centralised below the motif.
The three Large Snowflakes with the single
long strand are added first.
Thread on 10R10 and 1R8. Pass the needle
through the top R10 at the tip of the first
Large Snowflake (with a single strand at
the bottom) and back up through the R8.
Thread on 10R10 and pass through
the second R8 around the bauble neck
(fig 27). Repeat three times to attach all
three of these motifs on V-shape supports.
27.

24.

Step 17:
The Foundation Row
Thread on six repeats of 1R8 and 4R10.
Pass the needle through the first R8 again to
bring the seed beads into a ring (fig 25).

28.

Step 20:
Thread on 3R10. Pass up through the last
3R10 of the previous V-shape support,
the R8 on the foundation row and
the following ring seed beads to emerge
2R8 further around the ring (fig 30).
Repeat Steps 19 and 20 two more times to
attach the remaining snowflakes.
30.

Step 19:
The 3-strand Large Snowflake motifs are
now added into the gaps.
Pass the needle through the first 3R10
of the following V-shape support (fig 28).
Thread on 20R10 and 1R8. Pass the needle
through the R10 at the tip of the first
3-strand motif. Pass back up the R8 just
added and the following 17R10 (fig 29).

Step 21:
The Hanging Loop
Repeat Steps 1, 2 and 3 to make a small
snowflake motif. Finish with the needle
emerging from a T as in fig 5.
Thread on 3R10, 1R8, 1FPB4, 1R8 and
1R10. Pass the needle through the loop at
the top of the bauble and back up through
the 1R10, 1R8, 1FPB4, 1R8 and last 2R10
of the 3R10 just added (fig 31).
Thread on 1R10 and pass through the T
on the snowflake as before.
Pass the needle through the beads
of this connection to the bauble loop two
or three more times to strengthen the link.
Reposition the needle to emerge from
the outer hole on the opposite T.
31.

Step 22:
Thread on 3R10, 1R8, 1FPB1, 1R8 and
50R10. Pass the needle back down
the 1R8, 1FPB1, 1R8 and the first 2R10
of the 3R10 just added. Thread on 1R10
and pass through the hole in the T (fig 32).
Pass the needle through the beads of this
connection and the loop two or three more
times to strengthen the link.
Finish off all remaining thread ends neatly
and securely.
32.

